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Forest Protectmﬂ Of(cer Internship

histonendlnireducieNn:
ed States Department of Agriculture created the United Sta
ervice (USFS) agency in 1905 in order to preserve and
93 million acres of natural forests and grasslands througho

orest Service, which is to protect the lands under management while
assuring the safety of the public.
*My position as an FPO fell under the authority of the recreation sector of
the Dixie National Forest, but as an FPO my job detail actually extended
throughout the Cedar City District. .
«The Dixie National «lt is located in the
Forest is the P southwestern
largest  national Nationa corridor  of the
forest in the state [SSl 1 T state and lies
of Utah, occupying .
approximately two Basin and the

Colorado River.

«The forest is divided into four districts from east to west and spans a 170 -
mile stretch.- D|str|ct Two (Cedar City Ranger District) is the district in

_FPps deal wnth inthe forest.
‘ypjoying anything from camping,

Vehicle use, nand,pleasure #\l/%g

1t activities bnng resﬁns’ﬁﬁnles with them both ont the paxt prY

between the Great|

-Da|ly patrols (Ima.ge 1) touk

place on different designated

areas drawn on the USFS
road map. These areas, displayed in Figure 1, were
strategically drawn to appropriately distribute FPOs.
+Patrols took place on all roads/trails that permitted
automobiles. All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) were used to

~{patrol trails inaccessible to automobiles. ATV trails are

Image 3. Tools such as GPS units,

| handheld and car radios, and bi-

€ noculars help complete daily tasks

and dispersed  campsitéS— | and monitor forest use.

camping areas that are user-established (no fee required
were patrolled every day.

«Common infractions at campsites included unattended |
campfires, unsanitary conditions, and resource- damage
from vehicles.

displayed in Figure 2, the map used by both FPOs and visitors of the

forest.

-Throughout thé season, FPOs mamtamed road/trails by clearing fallen
b

i fe establisfied due to snow melt (
nitored on a a|ly basis_until trﬂey

*Regulations specifying dispersed campsite distances were enforced on
trailers and RVs. These vehicles were only allowed to-be 300 feet from
any forest-developed road and must be 150 feet away from any highway:.
Campers would be asked to move their vehicles. or they would be

J ticketed.

«If, while pursuing a contact in the field, the situation ever escalated to an
ncomfortable level, it is the FPOs duty to contact a Law-Enforcem

\mage 4a. 4d Brochurele\yers
passed out to educate and
inform visitors on forest rule:
and regulations.

T

fficer or radio dispatch for reinforcements.
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Projects were assigned to all the seasonal [g
employees. Our supervisor designed a compre-
hensive list with all the projected tasks we would
cor'flp!ele during the season. Table 1 shows an Excel
spreadsheet copy of this list.

+The Resource Rej@rﬁe Team, which mainly worked
on eng%!nng, waé also given  specific tasks.

? naﬁe 11 plays the original Towhb"' EPOs and-f«'esource Response m mbeus Image 14. Newly Manufactured
oSS0 helped each other with these larger projects : -
H Image 16. Example of resource A
cﬁg:gse;eg‘::sd tgeggv ted 0 mdmﬂw‘ W damage (Dnvmgmthe Meadow) [egm

“ascertain which

Image 12 wage 12. Shows how the new | Loaadan
5|gns were installed.

40 rﬁa&‘nrr%hlle Image 10a s

Image 13. Finished kiosk with ddi % e o | Image
upgraded sign = = " S kiosk.
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