MATTHEW THREE HORN



Char act er Br eakdown

MATTHEW An average fourth grade nonster ready to
make new friends.

ANNE A ki ndhearted and open m nded nonster

THRASH A smart, well read, well spoken, and
aggressi ve nonster.

GABE A follower and a bit dimw tted nonster.

AMANDA A fashioni sta and opi ni onated nonster.

MRS. SHADDUCK A |l over of know edge with a passion to

nol d and educate young nonster m nds.
Al so a nonster.

MOM Mot her of THRASH. A nonster that can be
pl ayed by the sane actor who is MRS.
SHADDUCK

This piece was witten with the intent to travel. So even
t hough it takes place at several |ocations mninmal or sinple
set pieces are wel cone and even preferred.

This play does not exceed a sixty-mnute run tinme.

Scene
A qui et nonster suburb of a major nonster city.
Ti e

The present.



Lights rise on two rows of chairs
and smal | desks that formthe

maj ority of MRS. SHADDUCK s

cl assroom A larger desk is visible
wi th various books scattered on top
acconpani ed by a single red apple.
MRS. SHADDUCK is at the white board
witing down several math
equations. Her STUDENTS are |oudly
t al ki ng, | aughing, and getting
settled in their seats. MRS.
SHADDUCK fi ni shes her work and
turns to the rabble that is her

cl ass. She cl oses her eyes and
absorbs the chaotic energy. She
calmy counts down to herself.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Fi ve. Four. Three. Two. One.

The school bell RINGS. MRS
SHADDUCK' S eyes fl ash open and
happi |l y cl aps her hands toget her.
The STUDENTS are all in their
seats. MRS. SHADDUCK excitedly

| ooks upon her cl ass. She pauses
slightly to build the suspense of
what is about to happen.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Good norning ny lovely students! My know edge sponges. |
have one word and four syllables just for you. Mthematics!

MRS. SHADDUCK savors the powerfu
word she just said while allow ng
her STUDENTS to realize the
significance of it. They don't.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Pl ease answer these equations out |oud. Concentrate and
listen carefully.

As the equations are asked by MRS
SHADDUCK and responded by the
STUDENTS, the | esson norphs into a
sing song chant of call and answer.
The STUDENTS and MRS. SHADDUCK have
all done this before.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Three tines three divided by three is what?



STUDENTS
Three tines three divided by three is three!

MRS. SHADDUCK
Good. B plus three is thirty-six.

STUDENTS
Thirty-six? Pick up sticks.

MRS. SHADDUCK
VWhat is then the val ue of B?

STUDENTS
B then equals to thirty three!

MRS. SHADDUCK
Yes! Three swans are at a | ake.

STUDENTS
At a | ake? What's at st ake?

MRS. SHADDUCK
One of three flies away.

STUDENTS
Fl i es away? Have a ni ce day!

MRS. SHADDUCK
What's the fraction that went away?

STUDENTS
VWhat could it be?

MRS. SHADDUCK
What could it be? | think you know.

STUDENTS
Is it one third?

MRS. SHADDUCK
O in other words?

STUDENTS
One over three!

MRS. SHADDUCK
Wonderful! Well done. G ve yourselves a hand.

MRS. SHADDUCK | eads a round of
appl ause. MATTHEW ent er s.



MRS. SHADDUCK
Well, hello there! Welcone. Conme on in! Don't be shy now.
Wel conme to Mapl ewood El enentary. You nust be Matthew. | am
Ms. Shadduck.

MATTHEW
H. Sorry I'mlate.

MRS. SHADDUCK
No worries. No worries at all. The first day can be tricky.

MAT THEW
Thank you. Were should I sit?

MRS. SHADDUCK
We have a seat reserved just for you. But first, how about
you i ntroduce yourself.

MATTHEW
Oh. Sure. H. I'’mMatthew. | noved here to be with ny dad
and |"mexcited to neet all of you.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Wonder ful . And?

MATTHEW
And not hing much else. I’ma pretty normal nonster

MRS. SHADDUCK
O course. And?

MATTHEW
Well, | do like baseball and readi ng books.

MRS. SHADDUCK
I nteresting. And?

MATTHEW
And t he name Mapl ewood makes ne think of bacon?

MRS. SHADDUCK

Cute. And?

MATTHEW
And?

MRS. SHADDUCK
AND???7?

MATTHEW
And. .



MRS. SHADDUCK
And you’' re happy |’ Myour new teacher???

MATTHEW
Oh. And |’ m happy you’'re ny new teacher.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Mar vel ous! You're new and ecstatic, thrilled even that | am
your newest educator! Let’s nake Matthew feel wel cone.

MRS. SHADDUCK excitedly | eads the
STUDENTS i n appl ause.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Your seat is right here. Go ahead and get settled. d ass,
pl ease take out yesterday’ s spelling quiz for review O
should | say RE-V-1-EEW | wasn't too happy with our first
attenpt, so we will be taking the quiz again |ater today.

STUDENTS groan in di smay.

MRS. SHADDUCK
No sound effects please. Use this time now to go over any
words you may have mi ssed and for sonme of you that neans
several . Matthew, here is a fresh quiz. Just try your best
and if you have any questions don't be afraid to ask.

MATTHEW
Thank you.

MRS. SHADDUCK hands MATTHEW't he
qui z and returns to her desk.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Oh, but Matthew? No hats on in the classroom pl ease.

MAT THEW
Oh yeah. Sure thing.

MATTHEW t akes of f his baseball cap
revealing a third horn on his head.
No one noves. All are still,
silent, and staring at MATTHEW
Slowy a hand of a STUDENT is

rai sed. Then another. And then

anot her. One by one they rise until
al | STUDENTS have a hand raised to
ask a question.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Yes? Thr ash.



THRASH
Wiy does Matthew have three horns?

MRS. SHADDUCK
Ch.

ANMANDA
Wiy is he different?

MRS. SHADDUCK
Vel | -

ANNE
Does this nean we wll all be getting an extra horn?

MRS. SHADDUCK

Not exactly.

THRASH
| don't like it.

GABE
Yeah. | don't like it.

ANMANDA

| don’t think anyone likes it.

ANNE
Does he |ike having an extra horn?

THRASH poi nts and counts MATTHEW s
hor ns.

THRASH
One plus one plus one is three! Mathemati cs!

STUDENTS | augh.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Cl ass, settle down. This is no way to nmake Matthew feel
wel cone. W apol ogi ze. Don’t we?

Al'l STUDENTS speak except for
THRASH.

STUDENTS
We're sorry.

MRS. SHADDUCK
| couldn’t hear you Thrash.

THRASH
|'"msorry.



MRS. SHADDUCK
Better. Now pl ease keep your focus on your quiz and continue
to study.

A few nonents pass as the STUDENTS
study quietly. THRASH eventual |y
rai ses his hand and speaks.

THRASH
M's. Shadduck? How do you spell the word freak?

MRS. SHADDUCK
That isn’t one of your words, Thrash.

THRASH
I know. |I’mjust curious.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Pl ease be curious about the words on your quiz.

THRASH
But | know them al r eady.

ANMANDA
| can spell it. Freak. F-R-E-A-K Freak.

THRASH
| don’t know if that's right. | thought it was freak: MA-T-
T-H E-W Freak.

STUDENTS | augh.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Thrash this is your final warning. Stop. Don’t make ne take
away your recess tine.

THRASH
I’msorry Ms. Shadduck.

STUDENTS go back to studying.
THRASH qui etly begins a chant.

THRASH
Freak. Freak. Freak.

GABE joins. The chant builds and
gets | ouder.

THRASH AND GABE
Freak. Freak. Freak.

The other STUDENTS join in. ANNE is
hesi tant. AMANDA gi ves ANNE a | ook.



ANNE surrenders and nout hs the

wor ds but no sound cones out. The
chant noi se | evel and nonentum hits
its peak.

STUDENTS
Fr eak! Freak! Freak!

MRS. SHADDUCK
That i s enough!

The STUDENTS stop. The school bel
RI NGS. STUDENTS get up to | eave.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Freeze. Thrash and Gabe | need to talk to you.

THRASH
O course. Watever you would like to talk about I amfully
avai | abl e.

GABE
Ful Iy avail abl e.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Very gracious of you both. You then won't mnd if we take up
nost of your recess tinme. The rest of you can go. But this
doesn’t nean |’ m not di sappointed.

THRASH and GABE approach MRS.
SHADDUCK' s desk. The ot her STUDENTS
exit. MATTHEW stays. Lights fade
around MATTHEW | eaving himin a
single light.

MATTHEW
I"’mdifferent.

BLACKOUT

Li ghts rise reveal i ng MATTHEW
sitting down on the playground
readi ng a book. ANNE and AMANDA
enter and slowy wal k about

t al ki ng.

ANMANDA
I was thinking short but I would keep ny bangs.

ANNE
That coul d be cute.



ANMANDA
| think so too. It's fun to change it up every once and a
whi | e.

ANNE
Not for me.
ANMANDA
I know. If it’s not long and flow ng you won't be happy.
ANNE
I just like what | |iKke.
ANMANDA

And that's not short. O braided. O in a ponytail. O any
sort of style that isn’t what you have right now

ANNE
And you sound annoyed.

ANMANDA
| just don't like it when certain individuals don’t
participate in certain slunber party activities.

ANNE
| participated. | ate pizza. Played truth or dare. Called a
boy nonster and hung up when he answered.

ANMANDA
Yes. But-

ANNE

And tried to nake you wet the bed by putting your hand in
warm wat er while you were sl eeping.

ANMANDA
Whi ch wasn’t funny.

ANNE
| di sagree.

ANMANDA

Regardl ess. You didn't let nme braid your hair.

ANNE
I never said | was perfect.

ANMANDA
I’mstarting to realize that.

ANNE finally notices MATTHEW
sitting al one.



ANNE
You weren’t very nice to himearlier.

ANMANDA
Who?
ANNE
H m
ANMANDA
Oh, that was funny.
ANNE
Not really.
ANMANDA
You did it too.
ANNE
| pretended to.
ANMANDA
Real | y? Gosh. COkay, Mot her Teresa.
ANNE
It just seened off that we would do that.
ANMANDA
Wiy do you even care about hinP He's so weird.
ANNE
You don’t know that.
ANMANDA
He has three horns.
ANNE
And you have two.
ANMANDA
Right. Two is normal. Three is not.
ANNE
He’s normal . Just different nornal
ANMANDA
D fferent normal neans weird.
ANNE
It means he’s speci al .
ANMANDA

That doesn’t sound better.
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ANNE
| nmean he’s uni que.

AVANDA
Fine. H s three horns make him “uni que”.

ANNE
Thank you.

AVANDA
And hi s readi ng?

ANNE
What ?

AVANDA
Look at him He's reading.

ANNE
I like to read.

AVANDA

During recess? We're supposed to play during recess. Not
read.

ANNE
That’'s silly.
ANMANDA
That's called truth
ANNE
Vell, we're not playing. W're just wal ki ng around and
t al ki ng.
ANMANDA

Yes, but, we're not reading. He has three horns and he reads
at recess. He's weird.

ANNE
Uni que and that’s kind of nean.

ANMANDA
I"mjust being realistic.

ANNE
And bei ng kind of nean.

ANMANDA
The truth hurts.

ANNE

Wll. I"’mgoing to go talk to him
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ANMANDA
VWhat ?

ANNE
He | ooks | onely.

ANMANDA
Wth his book.

ANNE
Wth his book. I'"'mgoing to talk to him

ANMANDA
Wy ?

ANNE
To be ni ce.

ANMANDA
And 1’mgoing to stay here.

ANNE
And j udge ne.

ANMANDA
Yes.

ANNE

Way are we friends again?

ANMANDA
I’ m fashi onabl e and delightful to be around.

ANNE
You're sonmething all right.

THRASH and GABE enter.

THRASH
Way hell o, Anne. How are you?

ANNE
Thrash. Not today.

THRASH
You | ook ni ce.

ANNE
Pl ease don’t.

THRASH

| see you’'re wearing your light blue sweater.
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ANNE
Thr ash.
THRASH
| actually prefer your pink one but this is still nice.
ANNE
| just want to talk to Amanda, okay?
THRASH
Looks warm Gabe?
GABE
Blue is good. Pink is better. Both are fuzzy.
THRASH
Agr eed.
ANMANDA
Grow up guys.
THRASH
What ? W& just want to talk. That’'s all.
ANNE
Let’s go Amanda.
THRASH

kay, okay. Fine. You're right. W also wanted to
wel | ..t hree.

ANNE
Thr ash.
THRASH
Two.
ANNE
Pl ease don't.
THRASH
One.
THRASH AND GABE
RAAAVWNNHHH! !

THRASH and GABE chase ANNE and
AMANDA in dramatic fashi on. ANNE
and AMANDA scream and are sent off.
THRASH and GABE remain | aughing in
triunph. They notice MATTHEW
sitting al one.
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THRASH
Wel |, |ookie here. Hey, new kid. Reading a nice book, new
kid? Where the Red Fern G ows. Ww. Sad book, new ki d.
MATTHEW
My nanme i s Matthew.
THRASH

Matthew. That’'s right. MA-T-T-H E-W Mtthew. Maat heewwww.
Just rolls off the tongue, doesn't it? Matthew. Matt-Y-thew.
Mat t - Theww.

MATTHEW
Hi .

THRASH
I’"’m Thrash. This is Gabe.

MATTHEW
kay.

THRASH

Sorry Matthew. Are we disturbing reading tinme? Gabe and |
just wanted to come over and say hi. Oficially wel cone you
to our school. So wel cone.

GABE
Wl cone.
MATTHEW
Thanks.
THRASH
No problem Matthew. Matt-Y-thewww. You' re a baseball fan,
huh? Very cool. | |ove baseball. Al ways wanted season

tickets. Some day. You mind if | see your hat? It’s okay.
["1l give it back

MATTHEW r el uctantly hands over his
hat to THRASH THRASH puts it on.

THRASH
Pro fit. Cool. Fits good.
GABE
Looks good.
THRASH
Feel s good. Yeah. | play first base on ny little |eague
team |’ m awesone.
GABE

Very awesone.
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THRASH
Thank you, Gabe. |I'm VERY awesone. And oh, there it is. The
talk of the town. Horn nunber three.

MAT THEW
Pl ease give ne nmy hat back.

THRASH
You and that horn are causing a stir around here, Matt-
theww. | would say that you're actually popular in a weird
ki nd of way.

MATTHEW
| don’t want any trouble.

THRASH
Troubl e? No trouble here. Just canme over to say hello,
wel cone you to our wonderful school, try on your very
confortable hat, and point out the fact that you' re a freak.

MATTHEW
Conme on, Thrash. Gve ne ny hat.
THRASH
No problem No problemat all. No need to get anxious now.
You' |l get it back. Just say pl ease. Freak.
MATTHEW
| already said please.
THRASH
Pretty pl ease.
MATTHEW
Pretty pl ease.
THRASH

Good. Here’s your hat, freak.
THRASH t osses the hat to MATTHEW

THRASH
I didn't want it anyway. Your freak gerns are all over it.
Wearing that thing will probably make nme grow a third horn.

GABE
Yeah. Matthew probably gave you Matt-Fl u.

THRASH
Holy crap! Gabe. That is the single greatest thing you have
ever said in your life. Matthew has Matt-Fl u.



GABE
Mat t hew Matt - Fl u!
MATTHEW
Pl ease | eave ne al one.
THRASH
Alright. Let’s bounce, Gabe. Matt-Flu is in the air.
GABE
Oh no!
GABE begins to cough and gasp for
air.
THRASH
What is it Gabe?
GABE

Thrash? | need help. Matt-Flu..

GABE dramatical ly passes out into
THRASH s arns.

THRASH
Gh no! |1 got you

THRASH pul | s GABE' s body away from
MATTHEW

THRASH

It’s not ending this way. Not today. Stay with ne, Gabe.

Gabe?!
GABE neekly wakes up.

GABE
Thrash? Is that you?
THRASH
It sure is, buddie. I"mnot |eaving you.
GABE
Thrash. ..
THRASH
I’mright here.
GABE

Renmenber ne. ..

GABE' s body goes |i np.

15.
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THRASH
Nooooooo! Gabe! You're not doing this to nme. Gabe? Gabe?! ?!

THRASH frantically checks GABE' s
pul se and his two horns.

THRASH
Oh. You're fine. You still just have two.

GABE i medi ately stands up and is
back to nornal

GABE
Thank goodness!

THRASH and GABE | augh and hi gh

five.

THRASH
We got to go, Matty-Mat. There's a Matt-Flu epidem c. But
don’t worry. We'll be back when things clear up so we can
chat some nore

MATTHEW
G eat .

THRASH

Ww, freak. Sarcasmis rude. You're on ny list Matty-Flu

THRASH turns to | eave. MATTHEW
noti ces somet hing com ng out of the
top of THRASH s jeans. THRASH
becones aware and quickly covers it
up. THRASH sees that MATTHEW

noti ced.

THRASH
What are you staring at?!?

MATTHEW
Not hi ng.

THRASH gets into MATTHEW s face.

THRASH
That’s right, freak. NOTH NG And by the way...

THRASH smacks MATTHEW s book out of
hi s hands and points to it.

THRASH
Bot h dogs die. Have a nice day. Gabe, you need to talk nore.
Matt-Flu. GCeni us.
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GABE and THRASH exi t.

MAT THEW
Dang it.
MATTHEW pi cks up his book and
quietly |l eaves. A few nonents pass
bef ore ANNE enters | ooking for
MAT THEW
ANNE
Mat t hew?

He is too far gone to be seen. The
school bell RINGS and |ights fade
on ANNE.

Lights rise on the classroom
STUDENTS are seated as MRS
SHADDUCK i s conpletely absorbed in
her book of G eek nythol ogy. She
bounces back and forth fromwiting
on the white board and readi ng the
book as she delivers another life
changi ng | esson to her class.

MRS. SHADDUCK
The tale of the Trojan War is one of |ove, betrayal, and
decepti on!

ANNE seeks out MATTHEW w t h her
eyes. She finds him MATTHEW and
ANNE smi|le. ANNE takes a piece of
paper out and wites a note.

MRS. SHADDUCK
It involved the mghty kingdons of Troy and G eece who found
thenselves in a ten year conflict full of turnoil and | oss.
And all of it. Al of it was spawned fromthe singul ar
action of kidnapping the |ovely Hel en.

ANNE passes AMANDA the note and
urges her to hand it over to
MATTHEW AMANDA nout hs t he word,
“no”. ANNE nods her head “yes”.
AMANDA resi sts and shakes her head
“no”. ANNE pl eads with her eyes.
AMANDA finally concedes and tosses
the note to MATTHEW Before MATTHEW
can even grab it THRASH snat ches
the note. Al the STUDENTS are

wat chi ng the note passing action.
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ANNE
Hey. G ve that back!

Al'l STUDENTS gasp and turn to MRS
SHADDUCK

MRS. SHADDUCK
Yes! Exactly! “Gve that back!”, says the G eek King
Aganmemrmon and he sends a nassive arny across the Aegean sea
to hunt down the captors and rescue his | ove.

Al'l STUDENTS turn back to THRASH
THRASH happily rips up the note.

MRS. SHADDUCK
This is why it is said that Helen of Troy is the nonster
face that | aunched a thousand shi ps!

ANNE wites another note. THRASH i s
wat chi ng.

MRS. SHADDUCK
The G eek warriors arned with shields and spears, swords and
bows, all took to the beach and marched onto the m ghty
wal | s of Troy.

ANNE finishes witing and sl owy
gets up fromher seat. She
carefully noves to hand deliver the
note to MATTHEW wi t hout bei ng
detected by MRS. SHADDUCK

MRS. SHADDUCK
But the resistance was strong. Wth the hel p of such heroes
as Hector and Paris, the Trojans were able to intercept the
G eek advancenents.

THRASH noves to stop ANNE. ANNE
back pedals. THRASH i s chasi ng
after ANNE. ANNE and THRASH are
nmoving in slow notion in a ganme of
"cat and nouse" as they go about
the classroom Al the while MRS.
SHADDUCK obl i vi ously teaches on.

MRS. SHADDUCK
For years the battle waged on. Back and forth the two sides
fought. Neither side giving up. Neither side letting down.
Too strong was their resolve to allow any quarter given!

ANMANDA
Just let her go!



19.

STUDENTS gasp and freeze as they

| ook to MRS. SHADDUCK. MRS.
SHADDUCK is too enthralled with the
story to | ook up.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Let her go? Ch, no! The Trojans couldn’ t! Like Aganemon,
Prince Paris was in love with Helen. Too far in love to even
t hi nk about surrendering her to the G eeks!

ANNE gi ves up and sits back down in
her chair. THRASH sits in his seat
triunmphantly. GABE gives THRASH a
fist bunp.

MRS. SHADDUCK
War, turnoil, and loss lasted for a decade! Ten |ong years
until finally...an idea cane.

ANNE gets an idea and takes out a
| ar ge pi ece of paper.

MRS. SHADDUCK
The G eek arny decided to retreat but not before |leaving a
gift for the Trojans.

ANNE hurriedly wites down a single
word. THRASH sees this and takes
out his own paper and wites down a
word as wel | .

MRS. SHADDUCK
The G eeks choose to construct and | eave a | arge wooden
hor se!

GABE gets inspired and takes out a
| arge piece of paper and wites.

MRS. SHADDUCK
So harm ess the horse seened that the Trojans brought it
inside the city walls and cel ebrated their victory.

ANNE |ifts up her sign showing it
to MATTHEW It says, "WELCOME. "
MATTHEW and ANNE share a snile

MRS. SHADDUCK
But, wunder the cover of night, several hidden G eek
sol diers energed fromthe horse.

THRASH shows his sign to MATTHEW
It says, "FREAK. " THRASH is pl eased
with hinself.
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MRS. SHADDUCK
They opened the city gates and hel ped | ead an assault on
Troy that finally ended it all!

GABE reveal s his sign. It says,
"HORSES" with a heart drawn around
it.

MRS. SHADDUCK
And that's how the G eeks ended the Trojan Wr. Wth a
Troj an Horse! Any questions?

MRS. SHADDUCK is released fromthe
story she was presenting and
finally | ooks at her STUDENTS. ANNE
and THRASH qui ckly put down their
signs. GABE keeps his up. MRS
SHADDUCK sees it.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Oh. Correct Gabe. The Greeks used a horse. That | now know
you | ove. Good for you, Gabe.

GABE sm | es and proudly shows off
his sign to the rest of the class.
THRASH si nply shakes hi s head.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Very well ny students! W are now going to | eave the shores
of Troy and continue on. Free tine is upon us!

STUDENTS happily get up to | eave.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Freeze. Renenber that it is Thrash and Gabe's turn for the
conput er.

THRASH AND GABE
Yes!

MRS. SHADDUCK
And for the rest of you there's still the puzzle corner, the
study |l ounge, or the art station to take full advantage of.
Now go. Grow. Let your scholastic mnds be your guide!

Li ghts fade. Lights rise on
MATTHEW He’'s quietly standing at a
smal|l table putting together a
panda bear puzzle. Sitting across
the roomis ANNE. She’s busy
drawi ng in a spiral notebook.
MATTHEW noti ces ANNE. Their eyes
nmeet and both smle. ANNE sets down



Hel | o.

Hi .

Can | hel p?
That's fine.
You sure?
Yeah.

' m Anne.
Hi .

Hel | 0. Agai n.

I'"m Matt hew.

I know.

Ri ght .

Panda bear.

her not ebook and pencil,

over to MATTHEW

Si | ence.

Si | ence.

Si | ence.

I nconpl et e panda bear.

They cone from China.

ANNE

MATTHEW

ANNE

MATTHEW

ANNE

MATTHEW

ANNE

MATTHEW

ANNE

MATTHEW

ANNE

MATTHEW

MATTHEW

ANNE

MATTHEW

and wal ks

21.
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ANNE
Correct.

MATTHEW
They eat banboo.

ANNE
Yes.

MATTHEW

For ten to sixteen hours a day consuming twenty to forty
pounds.

ANNE
| did not know that.

MATTHEW
They’ re ny favorite aninal.

MATTHEW attenpts to place a few
pi eces. He fails. ANNE picks up a
few pieces and puts themin
correctly.

ANNE
That piece goes there. And that one goes there. And that one
t here.

MATTHEW
You're pretty good at this.

ANNE
| have a grandnot her.

MATTHEW
| see.

ANNE

My grandnot her | oves puzzles. W work on them together every
Sunday. It’s kind of our thing.

MATTHEW
Vell, it shows.

ANNE
Thanks.

MATTHEW

You' re wel cone.

MATTHEW puts a piece in the correct
spot.



23.

ANNE
Ni ce.

MATTHEW
Panda eyebal | . Conpl et e.

Si |l ence.

ANNE
You're different.

MATTHEW
|’ ve heard.

ANNE
No. | nmean, yeah, you do have a | ot of horns.

MATTHEW
Only one nore.

ANNE

Only one nore. But what | nmeant was is that you act
different.

MATTHEW
kay.

ANNE
In a good way.

MATTHEW
Thanks.

ANNE

You're welcone. It’s just nice to talk to a boy nonster
wi t hout having to be chased by them

MAT THEW
That makes sense.

ANNE
It’s tiring. | don't get it.

MAT THEW
Chasing. It's a | ove | anguage.

ANNE
What ?

MAT THEW

We chase because we care.



ANNE
Wiy don’t they just talk to us?

MAT THEW
Boy nonsters prefer to chase.

ANNE
Well, | prefer a nice conversation.

MAT THEW
Wil e putting together a puzzle?

ANNE
Yeah.

MAT THEW
Good.

ANNE
Good.

Si | ence.

ANNE
I"’msorry | haven't talked to you until now

MAT THEW
It’s okay.

ANNE
I’ ve wanted to.

MAT THEW
It’s okay.

ANNE

It’s just Amanda and then Thrash-

MAT THEW
Really. Don’'t worry about it.

ANNE
| should have tried harder

MAT THEW
Anne. You did just fine. Prom se.

ANNE
Good.

Si | ence.

i ked your sign.



ANNE
Eucal yptus | eaves are poi sonous to nost ani mals but not
koal a bears who in fact are not bears at all.

MATTHEW
But are marsupi al s.

ANNE
My favorite aninal.

A nonent of snles.

MAT THEW

You going to be around for free tine tonorrow?
ANNE

Yeah.
MAT THEW

Wul d you mind if we do this again?

ANNE
Nope. This coul d be our thing.

MATTHEW
Awesone.

Anot her nonment of smles.

ANNE

Boy nonsters chase girl nonsters because they |ike then?
MATTHEW

Yeah. It’s weird.
ANNE

Yep.
MRS. SHADDUCK ent ers.
MRS. SHADDUCK

25.

to

Cl ass! Free tine has cone and gone! Please take your seats

for your next academ c adventure!

MATTHEW and ANNE do so whil e the
rest of the STUDENTS enter and
follow suit.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Sci encel!
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The word gives MRS. SHADDUCK t he
chills as she allows it to |inger.
The STUDENTS feel nothing.

MRS. SHADDUCK
On Monday we will be diving head first into the exciting
wor | d of science. How do you say you may ask? By presenting
sci ence projects!

The STUDENTS groan in di smay.

MRS. SHADDUCK
No, no, no. G oans are not allowed. These projects can be
what ever your little scientific hearts desire and, here's a
twist, you will be doing themw th science partners! Yes!
Two m nds are indeed better than one! To choose your science
partners | will now randomy draw nanes out of the “thinking
cap”. Oh goodness!

MRS. SHADDUCK chuckl es as she
brings out a small beanie cap with
a mni propeller on the top of it.

MRS. SHADDUCK
This hat gets ne every tinme. Wiat a silly thing with such a
dignified name. Am1 right?

MRS. SHADDUCK | aughs | oudly | ongi ng
for others to join her. Nothing but
bl ank stares are given fromthe
STUDENTS. GABE rai ses his hand.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Gabe?

GABE
The answer is... yes?

MRS. SHADDUCK
Yes. Thank you Gabe. Mving on! The first three nanes drawn
will be the first grouping, and they are... oh, drumrol
pl ease.

The STUDENTS nake drum noi ses and
t hen stop.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Anne! Amanda! And Gabe!

ANNE and AMANDA happily exchange a
high five. GABE attenpts to
excitedly high five AMANDA as wel | .
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AVMANDA denies and GABE is |eft
hangi ng. Self high five for GABE

MATTHEW AND THRASH
Ch no.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Then that neans our final pair of science partners shall be
Mat t hew and Thr ash!

MRS. SHADDUCK sets down the cap and
appl auds excitedly. The STUDENTS
don't join her.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Congratul ati ons one and al |!

THRASH
No way! Ms. Shadduck | demand a recount!

MRS. SHADDUCK
No one was voting Thrash.

THRASH
Then | demand a redraw ng then!

MRS. SHADDUCK
I’msorry. The caste has been set. The science gods wanted
you two to be partners. Ch ny goodness! Science god.
Oxynor on!

THRASH
Pl ease Ms. Shadduck | can’'t-

MRS. SHADDUCK
Let it go Thrash. These projects are to be presented on
Monday so | suggest getting together with your partner as
soon as possible. | await to witness your scientific
brilliance! But first...

MRS. SHADDUCK pauses for the school
bell. The bell RINGS.

MRS. SHADDUCK
We eat. See you in thirty!

The STUDENTS and MRS. SHADDUCK
exit. THRASH lingers to glare at
MATTHEW but eventual |y pouts off.
ANNE and MATTHEW remai n. MATTHEWI s
lost in his thoughts. ANNE gets her
sack lunch out of her backpack and
t hen approaches MATTHEW
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ANNE
What do you have for |unch?
MAT THEW
VWhat ?
ANNE
Lunch. What do you have?
MAT THEW
Oh.
MATTHEW gets his sack |unch and
book.
MAT THEW
A sandw ch, fruit snacks, an apple.
ANNE
Sounds good.
MAT THEW
O unexciting. | try not to rock the boat when it cones to

| unch.

Li ghts change and ANNE and MATTHEW
wal k to a table. They are now in
t he | unchroom

ANNE
I’mthe sane way. It’s nice to have sonething consistent.

MAT THEW
Yeah. If | don’'t have ny bol ogna sandwich | feel off for the
rest of the day.

ANNE
| feel that way with ny ham sandwi ch. | wouldn't give it up
for anyt hi ng.

MAT THEW

Except for |eftover pizza.

ANNE
Oh, of course. Gve nme cold pizza and | won't renmenber what
a sandwi ch is.

MATTHEW si ts. ANNE does al so.

MAT THEW
What are you doi ng?
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ANNE
Eating | unch.
MATTHEW
You know you don’t have to sit with ne.
ANNE
I know.
MATTHEW
| can be by nyself.
ANNE
I know.
MATTHEW
| can just read.
ANNE
I know. Ender’s Gane.
MATTHEW
| really don't mnd it.
ANNE
Are you trying to get rid of nme?
MATTHEW
No. | just don’'t want to you to feel pressured to hang out
wth ne.
ANNE
Because I’'mthe only one that will talk to you.
MATTHEW
Ri ght .
ANNE
| don’t feel pressured.
MATTHEW
But all of your friends are over there.
ANNE
No. Not all of them
MATTHEW
You nean ne, right?
ANNE

O course. Chip?
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MATTHEW
Thanks. You' re pretty awesone.

ANNE
I know.

MATTHEW and ANNE nunch on chi ps
happi | y. THRASH and GABE enter.

THRASH
Hey kids. Seat taken?
ANNE
Thrash. Pl ease | eave ne al one.
THRASH
Oh, Anne. Sweet, sweet, Anne. Believe it or not but the
wor |l d does not revolve around you. |I'mhere actually to
speak to ny good ol' buddy Matty-Pew.
ANNE
H s name i s Matthew.
THRASH
Anne. Shush now. Adults are talking.
MATTHEW
What do you want ?
THRASH

Abrupt and to the point. Well, Matty-Flu, seemng that fate
has a sense of hunmor and has forced us to be science
partners, | have deci ded-

MAT THEW
You have deci ded?
THRASH
Yes. Don’t interrupt. | have decided that we'll be doing our

project at ny house. Not yours.

MAT THEW
Ckay. Wy?

As THRASH answers the question it
slowy evolves into a very hip beat
poem

THRASH
Fi ve words. Your house. Gernms. My house. Flu free. Me no
want gerns. No Matt-Flu please. Me no want third horn. Third
horn. Bad. Me no want to be freak. Freak is bad. You freak.
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Me not freak. No thank you freak. You big freaky freak.
Freak. Freak.

GABE
Yeah!

GABE snaps his fingers together
like he's at a poetry slam

THRASH
Ww. That was way nore than five.

MAT THEW
What ever, Thrash.

THRASH

G eat. Gabe will give you directions.

GABE
Her e.

GABE t osses a piece of fol ded paper
on the table.

THRASH
Be there Saturday at six. Don’'t be |ate. Anne, see you on
t he playground. You’ re wearing shoes you can run in.
Excel l ent. Goodbye, Matty-Fatty.

THRASH noti ces MATTHEW s book.

THRASH

Ender’s Gane. Huh. Let’s do a project about rockets.
MATTHEW

Super.
THRASH

You know what, Matt? Rockets are super. They all ow space
travel . Space travel is really super. Sarcasmis not.
Alright. This conversation was al nost pleasant. And thank
you for the fruit snacks.

THRASH grabs fruit snacks.

MATTHEW
Hey!

THRASH
Bul Iy tax.

MATTHEW

Goodbye Thrash.
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THRASH
Yep. Enjoy your lunch. And Matty-Mat-Fat? Ender’s ganes are
actually real space battles being renotely controlled by
Ender and his conrades that in part believe they are nerely
involved in training exercises. But they aren't. It's for
real . Ender saves the planet. See you | ater.

THRASH and GABE exit.

MATTHEW
| really need to stop reading at school.
ANNE
You going to talk to Ms. Shadduck about hinf?
MATTHEW
You want nme to tell on Thrash?
ANNE
Not tell. Explain.
MATTHEW
May be.
ANNE
Just an idea. He's being a jerk. She could help.
MATTHEW
Il think about it.
ANNE

I mean. Way woul dn't you? You're even having to go to his
house now.

MAT THEW
I’ mnot excited about that.
ANNE
What if, | don’t know, he tries to beat you up or sonething?
MAT THEW
I guess | would have to protect nyself. O run away.
ANNE
You know how to fight?
MAT THEW

No. Run? Yes. And besides |I'mpretty sure if he wanted to
beat me up he would have by now. So |I'm good. No help
required.
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ANNE
Well. If you aren't going ask Ms. Shadduck then you | eave
me with no choice. I"mgoing to have to protect you
MATTHEW
You?
ANNE
Sinply yell and I’ cone running.
MATTHEW

You have supersoni c hearing?

ANNE
Just the regular kind. Thrash lives three bl ocks away from
me. Yell and 1’1l save you.

MATTHEW
| couldn't do that.
ANNE
And why not? Asking for help isn't a weakness you know.
MATTHEW
| can take care of nyself.
ANNE

| know you can. But why take this on alone if you don't have
to? Oh. Look. Amanda's com ng. Let's have you talk to her.

MATTHEW
She's not a fan.

ANNE
Not a fan YET.

MATTHEW
I don't see the point.

ANNE
Because you al so need hel p making friends. | can't be your
only one.

MATTHEW
I"'mweird. She knows it.

ANNE

You're just different. Show her why that's a good thing.

MATTHEW
| don't know
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ANNE
You can do it. Baby steps.

AMANDA ent ers.

ANMANDA
Ready to go?
ANNE
| guess. Amanda. You of course renenber Matthew.
MATTHEW
H . How are you, Amanda?
ANMANDA
Cone on, Anne.
MATTHEW
You excited about the science project?
ANMANDA
Anne?
MATTHEW

You're not too happy to be in a group with Gabe are you?

ANNE
Pl ease don’t ignore him He's just trying to be friendly.

ANMANDA
H, Matthew. I'mfine. No. Not one bit. Can we go now
pl ease?

ANNE
I’msorry for ny friend s rudeness. Amanda has to go to the
bat hr oom

MATTHEW
Oh.

ANMANDA
Anne!

MATTHEW

And you need to go with her?

ANNE
It’s a girl nonster thing.

MATTHEW
|’ ve been noticing that.
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ANMANDA
I’ m | eaving.

ANNE
I’ mcom ng. She doesn’t |ike me revealing fem nine secrets.
And that was so good. Told you you can do it.

MATTHEW
Baby st eps.

ANNE
See you in class.

ANNE and AMANDA begin to exit.

MAT THEW
Hel p!

ANNE st ops and puts her hands on
her hi ps and does her best
super hero i npersonation

ANNE
Yes, citizen?
MAT THEW
Just testing you.
ANNE
See. That's all you have to do. | got your back
MAT THEW
Thank you.
ANNE
No problem But still renmenber how to run
MAT THEW
I won’t forget.
ANNE

Bye.

MATTHEW wat ches ANNE | eave as
lights fade.

Lights rise on MRS. SHADDUCK at her
desk eating |unch. MATTHEW ent ers.

MATTHEW
M's. Shadduck?
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MRS. SHADDUCK
Oh, hello Matthew

MATTHEW
Hel | o.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Don't be shy. Cone on in!

MATTHEW
Thank you.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Sorry. I'mjust finishing up here. Cucunber salad. Cucums
sativus! Delicious!

MATTHEW
| can cone back

MRS. SHADDUCK
Oh no. Please sit. What can | do for you?

MAT THEW
Un So. Ms. Shadduck, |'ve been wondering what to do. Uh.
You see-

MRS. SHADDUCK
On dear. Matthewl I'msorry to interrupt but may | first
apol ogi ze? This norning was atrocious!

MATTHEW
Yeah. . .

MRS. SHADDUCK
I"'mso very sorry. Usually they re such a wel com ng group.
Is this why you cane to ne?

MATTHEW
Well, nostly because |’ ve been struggling with one certain
cl assnmat e.

MRS. SHADDUCK
["msorry to hear that.

MATTHEW
Me too.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Bei ng the new one in school can be difficult sonetines. \Wat
woul d you like ne to do?
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MATTHEW
I don’t know really. Back hone everyone was |like ne. This
whol e being different is so, well, different.

MRS. SHADDUCK
I want you to be happy here. Let ne | ook out for you
Mat t hew.

MATTHEW
I"'mafraid that coul d make matters worse.

MRS. SHADDUCK
If not handl ed delicately. How about | start by just
assigning you a different science partner?

MATTHEW
So you know it’s Thrash then.

MRS. SHADDUCK
It was an educat ed guess.

MATTHEW
But to be honest | don't knowif | would even want that.
He' Il know | was here and all this would just hand him

anot her excuse to give ne nore trouble.

MRS. SHADDUCK
| can see why you would think that. Bullies can be a
resilient entity. But | feel that if we-

MATTHEW
No. It's okay. I'msorry. It's just. No. | shouldn't have
cone here. Sorry for bothering you Ms. Shadduck.

MATTHEW noves to | eave.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Matt hew. Whuld you like to know a secret?

MATTHEW
Sur e.

MRS. SHADDUCK
We're all alittle different.

MATTHEW
Yeah?

MRS. SHADDUCK
Even ne.

MATTHEW
Pronm se?
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MRS. SHADDUCK
Promi se. W’l| get through this. You re not as alone as you
t hi nk.

MATTHEW
Thank you M's. Shadduck.

MATTHEW noves to exit.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Mat t hew?

MATTHEW
Yes?

MRS. SHADDUCK
Are you sure you don't want help with a new sci ence partner?

MAT THEW
Yeah. I'msure. | think | can be pretty resilient nyself.

MRS. SHADDUCK sniles. MATTHEW exits
and lights fade.

Lights rise on MATTHEW as he
approaches a door and knocks.
THRASH opens it.

THRASH
You can follow directions. Congrats. Cone on. Let’s get this
over with. Try not to touch anything.

MATTHEW
kay.

THRASH
Just kidding. You can. W're going to disinfect everything
once you | eave. Momi The new kid is here! W’ re going to be
in m room

THRASH s nom yel s from el sewhere.

MOM
Sounds good, Sweeti e!

THRASH
Let’ s go.

MOM

Wul d you |ike any refreshnents?!

THRASH
You want anything? Don’t answer that. Like |I care what you
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want .
To MOM
No! We're fi nel
MOM
Ants on a | og?!
THRASH
To MOM
No t hank you!
MOM
Cheese and crackers?!
THRASH

This is really for me and not for you.
To MOM
Momi We're fine!

MOM
M xed berry snoot hi e?!
THRASH
Oh. You know what? | could go for a snoothie. I'ma little

parched. You allergic to anything? My nother doesn’'t need
your death on her hands.

MATTHEW
Peanut butter.

THRASH
Matt - Pew there is no peanut butter in a m xed berry
snoot hie. Don’t be stupid.

MATTHEW
Just answering your question.

THRASH
Huh. Touché.

To MOM
Okay! Berry snoot hies woul d be great!

MOM
Two snoot hi es com ng up!
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THRASH
Shal | we?
THRASH and MATTHEW ent er THRASH s
bedr oom
THRASH
Yes. | know. My roomis awesone. Please refrain from playing

my gam ng consol e during your visit and those action figures
are for display only. Do not attenpt to sit on ny bed. If
you nust | ook at ny extensive book collection you can do so
but please keep it at a distance. | know you | ove books and
the last thing | want you to have is have fun. Actually.
Let’s just nmake that a general rule. No fun while you're
here. | set up a workstation for us. You can sit in this
chair, not that one, and quietly watch nme as | put the
finishing touches on our fully operational honenade rocket.

MATTHEW
Wait. You finished the project already?
THRASH
Pretty nuch.
MATTHEW
Wt hout ne?
THRASH
Yes. | have survived in this world w thout you for many

years now. Many happy years. Now shut up and |l et nme work.

THRASH wor ks on the rocket while
MATTHEW SsSits in silence. MATTHEW s
pati ence eventually gives out.

MATTHEW
This is stupid. |I’m going hone.
THRASH
You cannot | eave.
MATTHEW
Wiay? There’s no point of nme being here.
THRASH
Yes, there is.
MATTHEW

No, there isn't.
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THRASH
You are here, please pass ne that glue, to show ny nom t hat
| did the assignment that was given to nme, which was to do a
science project with a science project partner.

MATTHEW passes THRASH t he gl ue.
THRASH

You are here because you're said science partner and she's a
stickler for the rules.

MAT THEW
But | haven’'t done anyt hing.

THRASH
You just passed nme the glue. N ce job, partner.

MOM enters with snoot hies in hand.

MOM
Two m xed berry snoot hi es.

MATTHEW
Thank you.

MOM
Cathy. You' re wel cone.

MATTHEW
Mat t hew.

MOM

Very nice to neet you, Matthew. Wl cone to our hone.

MATTHEW
Thank you. It’s very nice.

MOM
Thank you. | helped with the interior design.

MATTHEW
|l likeit. And that's a Kilcher wall sconce fromthe
Hendrick Col |l ecti on.

MOM
Yes it is. Howin the world did you know t hat?

MATTHEW
My dad's in the lighting business.

MOM
I nteresting.
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MAT THEW
He likes it. Maybe a little too nuch. He tends to walk into
t hi ngs.

MOM
Oh dear

MAT THEW

Yeah. He’s always | ooking up at light fixtures. VWalls are
hi s worst eneny.

MOM

I never knew his occupation could be so dangerous.
MATTHEW

For himit can be.
THRASH

Mom Are we staying |ong?
MOM

Hush Thrash. How are you liking school ?
MATTHEW

On. Well. It’'s been a transition.
MOM

It usually is. Has Thrash been hel ping you get accustoned to
everyt hi ng?

MATTHEW
Vel |l ..

MATTHEW cat ches a chal I enging gl are
f rom THRASH.

MAT THEW
He was the first one to officially wel cone ne.

MOM
That’ s good.

THRASH
Okay. You need to | eave now, Mom

MOM
Matt hew. There was a tinme when ny son liked ne to be around.

THRASH
Pl ease Mom W have work to do.
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MOM
But those days are gone. | amnow forced to bribe himwth
bl ended beverages just to be in his presence.
MATTHEW
The snoothie is great.
MOM
Good. | used raspberries, strawberries, and bl ueberries.
MATTHEW
And sher bet.
MOM
Yes, | did. N ce palate you have there!
THRASH

That’s it! Break tine is officially over. No nore soci al
hour with Matthew

MOM
Be nice to your nother. You haven’t even said thank you yet.

THRASH
Thank you for the drink but you need to go.

MOM
I raised you well.

THRASH hurriedly guides MOMto the

door .

THRASH
Goodbye!

MOM
I’mgoing. | swear if you didn’t bunch up your tail so nuch
you woul d be a happi er nonster.

THRASH
Momi

MOM
It was nice neeting you, Mtthew.

MAT THEW
Bye, Cathy. Thanks agai n.

MOM

You're very wel cone.

THRASH qui ckly cl oses the door
behi nd CATHY. He turns and gl ares
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at MATTHEW THRASH goes back to the
rocket. MATTHEW sl urps fromthe
straw of his snoothie and wat ches
THRASH wor k. A nonent passes.

MATTHEW
So. You do have a tail.

THRASH
RAAAWNNHHH! !

THRASH t ackl es MATTHEW pi nni ng him
to the ground. Snoothie goes

flying.

THRASH
You will never nention this to anyone! Got it? If you do, so
help me, I wll destroy you Matt-Pew

MATTHEW
Get of f nel

THRASH
What | want to hear right nowis that you understand. Do you
under st and?!

MAT THEW
| understand. Now get off ne!

THRASH r emai ns hol di ng MATTHEW t o

t he ground cenenting his point.
THRASH eventual |y gets of f MATTHEW
and goes back to the rocket like
not hi ng happened. MATTHEW I i es
there a nonent before slowy
getting up and noticing the
snoot hi e nmess. He grabs paper
towels froma roll on the

wor kstation and starts to cl ean.

THRASH
What are you doi ng?
MAT THEW
What does it | ook like? I'mcleaning up the ness.
THRASH
Wy ?
MAT THEW

Your momi s nice.
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THRASH
What ? | just tackled you, threatened your life, and the next
thing you want to do is clean because my nomis nice?!

MAT THEW
She’s nice. That's what | said. She didn’'t know ne, saw ny
third horn, and was still nice to ne. So | am doing

sonmet hing nice for her like cleaning up the house she cares
about. So if you don't mnd please stop talking and |et ne
cl ean.

THRASH and MATTHEW conti nue their
activities in silence. THRASH
bui | di ng. MATTHEW cl eani ng.

THRASH
| don’t get you.

MATTHEW
| really don't care.

THRASH
No. | tease you, threaten you, physically attack you, and
you don’t let up. | don't get it.

MATTHEW
Thrash. What am | supposed to do? | can’t change who | am
You don't |like ne. Fine. Ohers do. | talk to the others and

try to avoid the ones |ike you.
A noment passes.

THRASH
None of the other kids at school have tails.

Si | ence.
THRASH
Everyone in ny fam |y does but they don't. You don’'t. No one
does.
Si | ence.

THRASH
| hate being different.

MATTHEW
Wel come to the club

MATTHEW fi ni shes his cl eaning and
turns to | eave.
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THRASH
How can | make them i ke me?

MATTHEW opens the door but stops to
answer THRASH s questi on.

MATTHEW
You can’t nake soneone |ike you. Al you can do is be
yoursel f. Treat others how you want to be treated and don’t
bully themif they happen to be different.

THRASH
Wiy am | a freak?

MATTHEW
You're not. You're just you.

THRASH
Mat t hew?

MATTHEW
What ?

THRASH
|"msorry.

MATTHEW
Prove it.

MATTHEW exits. Lights slowy fade
on THRASH

Li ghts rise on MATTHEW and ANNE
with their backpacks. They're
wal ki ng to school the next day.

ANNE
And then you just left?
MAT THEW
Yeah.
ANNE
Dang. All | did with ny science partners was build a sol ar
system
MAT THEW

I would have rather done that.

ANNE
Do you think Thrash will be mad that you told ne he has a
tail?
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MAT THEW
| guess | trust you to not put ny life in danger by telling
hi m

ANNE

I don’t know. |’'ve failed you once already.
MATTHEW

In your defense | never did yell for help.
ANNE

Thought we were getting better at that.
MATTHEW

Sorry.
ANNE

It's fine. I"'mpretty newto this superhero thing anyways.
MATTHEW

You don’t even have a nane.
ANNE

Yes | do. Anne The Avenger.
MATTHEW

Cat chy. \Who are you avengi ng?
ANNE

The downtrodden and those in need.
MATTHEW

Wii ch one am [ ?
ANNE

Bot h.
MATTHEW

That’s fair.

Si | ence.

ANNE

Matthew. What if |'mdifferent?

MATTHEW pl ayful |y peeks at ANNE' s
rear end.

ANNE
No. Stop it.

ANNE and MATTHEW | augh.
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ANNE
| don’t have a tail. | nmean, what if | have sonething about
me that nmakes ne different.
MATTHEW
We're friends.
ANNE
Meani ng?
MATTHEW
Meaning |1'Il accept you for who you are.
ANNE
You sound too good to be true.
MATTHEW
Anne. | |ike you because you're you.
ANNE
You really nmean that?
MATTHEW
O course.
ANNE
Oh.
Si | ence.
MATTHEW
You don't believe ne.
ANNE
I want to. | just think if you knew all the facts it would
be different.
MATTHEW
| don't think so. I'ma pretty accepting nonster.
ANNE
Now you are. Maybe not |ater.
MATTHEW
You have nothing to worry about. I'mthe one that's
different here, renenber?
ANNE
You don’t know everyt hi ng.
MATTHEW

O course not.

I still

don’t even understand | ong divi sion.
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About ne.
MATTHEW
Well, I want to. How about you tell ne.
ANNE
| don't know |'m afraid.
MATTHEW
You're afraid of nme?
ANNE

O what you'll thi
way ?

nk. And why are you | ooki ng at

ANNE fidgets with her hair.

MAT THEW
What way? |'mjust |ooking at you.
ANNE
Pl ease stop.
MAT THEW
You okay?
ANNE
No. | don’t know. I"'mfine. It's just-
Bel | RI NGS.
ANNE
Dang it. That's the bell. I got to go!

ANNE qui ckly exits.

Anne. Anne?

MATTHEW

Li ghts fade on MATTHEW st andi ng
al one.

Lights rise on MRS. SHADDUCK in
front of the class. She's waiting
for the perfect time to begin.
After ANNE enters and sits MRS
SHADDUCK finds it.

Sci encel!

MRS. SHADDUCK

me t hat

49.
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MRS. SHADDUCK al |l ows the word to
swirl about and entice the STUDENTS
with its grandeur. They're

obl i vi ous.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Today we are exploring the scientific world and today you
will be the teachers and | the student.

MATTHEW ent er s.

MRS. SHADDUCK
You're late. Thrash has generously volunteered to go first.
As for the rest of you, get your |istening ears arnmed and
ready. Matthew, please get settled quickly and prepare to
present with Thrash.

MRS. SHADDUCK sits at her desk.
MATTHEW sets hi s backpack down and
finds a chair next to THRASH

MAT THEW
We're going first?

THRASH
Sei ze the day, Matty.

MAT THEW
| really don't have anything to add to the presentation.

THRASH
Don't worry. | got this.

MAT THEW
About Sat ur day-

THRASH
You were right.

MAT THEW
About what ?

THRASH
Me.

MAT THEW
| don’t understand.

THRASH

It’s okay Matthew. | got this.

THRASH t akes a brief nmonment to
coll ect his thoughts before getting
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up with the rocket in hand. THRASH
wal ks to the front of the classroom
and MATTHEW fol | ows. Gasps are
heard as the STUDENTS see THRASH s
now unhi dden tail. THRASH i gnores

t he reaction and confidently begins
t he presentation. The STUDENTS
stare in stunned sil ence throughout
THRASH s speech.

THRASH
Newton’s Third Law is that for every action, there is an
equal and opposite reaction. Rockets enbrace this |law. The
solid fuel, once ignited, will burn quickly creating a gas
t hat accel erates out of the back--the action--and is forced
forward--the reaction--causing the rocket to take flight.
This then neans for those who may be |ost: rockets use fuel,
physics, and go very fast. Questions?

Slowy a hand of a STUDENT is

rai sed. Then another. And then

anot her. One by one they rise until
al | STUDENTS have a hand raised to
ask a question. THRASH attenpts to
qui ckly give answers |like he’'s
conducting a press conference.

THRASH
Gabe.

GABE
Do you really have a tail?

THRASH
| do. Amanda.

ANMANDA
Wiy do you have a tail?

THRASH
| was born this way.

GABE
Wiy are you different?

THRASH
Again. | was born this way. Any questions referring to our
sci ence project?

ANMANDA

I think your tail is weird.
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THRASH
Not really a question.
ANMANDA
I's your tail weird?
THRASH
Nice correction. No, | don't think it’s weird.
MATTHEW
Did we nention this rocket is held together by glue?
THRASH
G eat point, Matt. Attention: glue was involved. Anne.
ANNE
Do you like your tail?
THRASH
Dol like ny tail?
ANMANDA
| don’t think he likes his tail.
GABE
Are you and Matthew best friends now?
THRASH
VWhat ? Why?
GABE
Because you two are freak friends.
THRASH
kay. Really Gabe?
ANMANDA

M's. Shadduck. Shouldn’t they have done a science project
about thensel ves since they' re now freak friends?

MRS. SHADDUCK
That i s enough!

The cl assroom goes qui et.

MRS. SHADDUCK
Thank you, Thrash and Matthew. Your rocket is wonderful.
Pl ease take your seats.

MATTHEW and THRASH sit. THRASH i s
unsettled fromthe questions.



MRS. SHADDUCK

Anne, Amanda, and Gabe. It is now your turn to present.

Amaze and informus. And | expect a polite audience.

ANNE gets up and crosses to the
front of the class. AMANDA is at

her desk collecting her notes. GABE
begins to quietly chant a famliar
wor d.

GABE
Freak. Freak. Freak.

THRASH
Stop it, Gabe.

AMANDA joins and the chant gets
| ouder.

GABE AND AMANDA
Freak. Freak. Freak.

THRASH
Cone on guys.

GABE AND AMANDA
Freak. Freak. Freak!

MRS. SHADDUCK
Cl ass! Behave!

GABE and AMANDA don't stop and in
fact get |ouder.

GABE AND AMANDA
Fr eak! Freak! Freak!

THRASH
Gabe. W' re supposed to be friends!

GABE AND ANMANDA
FREAK! FREAK! FREAK

THRASH stops his protest as the
chant continues and he nelts into
his chair. He is a broken nonster.
MATTHEW wants to hel p but doesn’t
know what to do. He | ooks to ANNE
and through the noi se says one

wor d.

MAT THEW
Hel p!

53.



Ctizens!

ANNE t akes a deep breath and stands
on a chair with her hands on her
hi ps posing |ike a superhero.

ANNE

The chant stops. Al eyes on ANNE
ANNE pul I s back her hair revealing
her ears.

ANNE

have pointy ears!

STUDENTS gasp at the reveal. There
is a stunned silence. A nmonment
passes. The STUDENTS are confused
and don’t know how to react. ANNE
begi ns to doubt her action and
becones sel f-consci ous. MATTHEW
sees this. MATTHEW stands on his
chair.

MATTHEW

have t hree horns!

have a tail

have scal es!

MATTHEW exchanges a happy | ook with
ANNE across the classroom MATTHEW
offers his hand to THRASH THRASH
takes it and is hel ped up onto his
chair.

THRASH

GABE |i ke always gets his cue from
THRASH and | eaps onto his chair in
a flourish and pulls back the | ong
sl eeves of his shirt revealing his
bare arns.

GABE

THRASH and GABE grin at one anot her
as GABE shows off his nobnster
scales. AMANDA is the | ast one
seated. She is nervously playing
wth her hair as the rest of the
class |l ook to her. After a nmonment
AMANDA makes her decision and with
dramatic flair stands on her chair
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| have wi ngs!

and takes off her jacket revealing
a small set of nonster w ngs.

AVANDA

The class erupts in cheering and
appl ause. They realize they have
al | been hiding sonething.

MRS. SHADDUCK

G ass! O ass! Enough! That is enough!

Now. Everyone.

The happy energy in the room

defl ates. MRS. SHADDUCK has had
enough. Al are quiet, |ooking at
MRS. SHADDUCK

MRS. SHADDUCK
Listen carefully to what | have to say.

MRS. SHADDUCK cl i nbs onto her desk,
takes of f her shoes, and lifts her
foot in the air wggling her toes.

MRS. SHADDUCK

I have hairy feet!

The cl assroom breaks into wild
cheers of cel ebration. THRASH and
GABE exchange high fives. ANNE and
AVANDA hug one anot her. MRS
SHADDUCK dances on top of her desk.
MATTHEW wat ches the jubil ati on and
chuckl es.

We're all freaks.

Huh. We're al

We're all freaks?

Yeah. W' re all

MATTHEW
ANNE sm | es.

ANNE
freaks.

THRASH

MATTHEW

freaks.

MATTHEW AND ANNE

We're all freaks.
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MATTHEW ANNE, AND THRASH
We're all freaks.

The rest of the STUDENTS and MRS.
SHADDUCK joyfully join the chant.

ALL
W re all freaks. We're all freaks. We're all freaks.
ALL FREAKS!
Everyone stops at the sane tine.
ALL are beam ng fromear to ear
BLACKOUT

Li ghts rise on MATTHEW and ANNE
with their backpacks on. ANNE has
her hair pulled back in a ponytail.
They're wal king to school the next

nor ni ng.

MATTHEW
No wonder your hearing is so good.

ANNE
St op.

MATTHEW
I think your ears are neat.

ANNE
You think ny ears are neat?

MATTHEW
Yeah.

ANNE
Wel |, thanks. | guess.

MATTHEW

What ? Can't soneone give you a conplinent?

ANNE
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Sure. But | would prefer one that doesn't involve ny ears.

MATTHEW
You are a masterful -puzzl e-putter-together-nonster.

ANNE
And that’s supposed to be better?
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MATTHEW
Then | stick with ny first conplinment. | think your ears are
neat .
ANNE
Gkay. You win. Thank you for the conplinent.
MATTHEW
You're welcone. And | |ike your hair today.
ANNE
See! That is a perfectly good conplinent right there.
MATTHEW
| just thought of it.
ANNE
Fine. 1 like ny hair today too. Not caring if people see ny
ears has its perks.
MATTHEW

Is this the beginning of a new Anne?

ANNE
Not really. Just one that will change her hairstyle every
once in a while.

MATTHEW
Amanda wi || be proud.

ANNE
Yes she will. So how does it feel?

MATTHEW
How does what feel ?

ANNE
To be normal again.

MATTHEW
| still have three horns.

ANNE

I know. But now everyone in class has sonething different
about them Being different is now nornal.

MAT THEW
Sound | ogi c.

ANNE
So how does it feel, Matthew? You asked for help and | ook
what happened.
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MATTHEW
How does it feel having ny classmates accept ne for who | am
all the while Thrash and Gabe ending their routine of making
ny life m serable?

ANNE
Yes.

MATTHEW
It feels amazing. It feels like I'mfinally hone.

ANNE
Good. Because you deserve it.

MATTHEW
Thanks. But please don't get too jeal ous when all ny new
friends want to hang out with ne all the tine.

ANNE
"Il keep a |evel head.

MAT THEW
You will always be ny favorite.

ANNE
"'l remenber the good tines.

MAT THEW
Hey. Thank you for being ny friend when no one el se woul d.

ANNE
No probl em

MAT THEW
No. Seriously.

ANNE

You're wel come, Matthew three horn. Thank you for being
m ne.

MAT THEW
You' re wel come, Anne pointy ears.

ANNE
You're pretty awesone.

MAT THEW

I know.

MATTHEW and ANNE smle brightly at
each ot her.
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ANNE
Ms. Shadduck has really hairy feet.
MATTHEW
Ri ght ?
Bot h | augh.
ANNE
But we will accept her for who she is.
MATTHEW
Hai ri ness and all.
ANNE

We're all freaks.

THRASH enter with his tail proudly

showi ng.

THRASH
Good norni ng you two.

MAT THEW
What’s up Thrash?

THRASH
Just decided to wal k to school today.

ANNE
And?

THRASH
And | saw you so | hurried to catch up

MAT THEW
To do what ?

THRASH
To say hi.

MAT THEW
kay. Hi.

THRASH
Hi .

ANNE
And?

THRASH

And to give Matthew this book.



THRASH hands MATTHEW a book.

MATTHEW
To Kill A Mcking Bird.

MATTHEW wai t s | ooki ng to THRASH

THRASH
What ?
MAT THEW
Oh, I"'mjust waiting for you to ruin the ending.
THRASH
The ending? It's good. It's one of ny favorites.
like it too.
MAT THEW
Ww. Thank you, Thrash.
THRASH

You' re wel cone.
MATTHEW and THRASH sm | e
THRASH
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| hope you

Okay. And that's enough smiling fromthe both of us. Gonna
go now. See you two in class. Huh. You | ook cute today,

Anne.
THRASH exi ts.

MATTHEW
And there goes Thrash.

ANNE
The new Thr ash.

MATTHEW
The real Thrash.

ANNE
Who said | was cute.

MATTHEW
Who gave ne a book.

ANNE
And didn't chase ne.

MATTHEW

And didn't tell nme the ending.
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ANNE
W' re living the dream

MATTHEW
Yep.

The school bell RINGS in the
di st ance.

ANNE
When do you not make ne | ate?

MATTHEW
| never said ny friendship was free.

ANNE
Let’s go!

ANNE hurries off and exits. MATTHEW
is left alone. MATTHEWIis admring
hi s book when ANNE reenters.

ANNE
Matt hewd What are you doi ng? Cone on
MATTHEW
Comi ng!
ANNE waits for MATTHEW They exit
t oget her.
BLACKOUT

End O Pl ay



